“Can You Believe It?!”
Evaluating Web Source Information

When using the Web, check the

How did you FIND the page?

O pid you find this site on using a good search phrase on a search engine?
Q Avoid using sites that are linked to each other; they may have the same or very similar
information

[ record your search phrase and the search engine that produced this site

Who is the AUTHOR of the site?

[ Is the author clearly identified on this site or page?

Q Is the author's name given?
Q Is the author associated with a group, association, or academic institution? Is that clearly
listed?

O Is the site presented by an association or group?
Q What information is given about this group?

Can you CONTACT the author or association of the web site?
[ Is there an email contact?

[ Is there an address or physical location at which you can find or contact an
association?

How CREDIBLE and/or qualified is the author of the site?

[ Are the author's gualifications or credentials listed?

[J Are the author's qualifications related to the topics on which he or she is providing
information?

Is the information CONSISTENT with information found on other
pages?

[ 1s the information on this page similar to the information you are finding from other
sources?

Can this information be CORROBORATED?

O s the same information found on at least two other unrelated sites or from two other
unrelated print sources?
Q Make sure that the same author or publisher—both web and print—is not being used to
corroborate information

Is the web site/page CURRENT ?
[ Does the page indicate when it was last updated?

Does this information make SENSE to you?
O 1sit logical
[ 1s it consistent with what you already know?

[ 1s it consistent with what you are finding in research?
a If you answer “no” to any of the above, go back through the checklist
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